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Regular Monthly General Meetings are on the second Thursday of the month at 1930 (7:30 P.M.)  
Monthly Staff Meetings are held on the Saturday before the Regular Meeting at 1000 (10:00 A.M.)  
Both meetings are held at the Associated Veterans Club in Loveland. 305 N. Cleveland Ave. 
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The upcoming Staff meeting on January 6, 2007 is very important as we will be filling in our 
calendar of events for the year. If you have an idea of an event, fundraiser, or monthly activity that 
you would like to put on the calendar, please plan on attending.   
 
The meeting is open to all members to provide their ideas as to what they want to see the Loveland 
Marine Corps League be involved with in the upcoming year. Some ideas are a monthly SOS 
breakfast, parades, a golf tournament, another garage sale or two, perhaps even a monthly 
hamburger feast at various restaurants. There is also the annual Marine Corps Ball. 
 
We may want to discuss forming an official Color Guard to lead parades, participate in memorial 
services and other community events. 
 
This is your chance to let your voice be heard and to get involved with the detachment! 
 
Northwest Division QUIN Conference,  
The conference is from January 17 – 20, 2007 in San Diego, California.  
Activities will a tour of the USS Midway, a dinner cruise touring San Diego Harbor, a MCRD San 
Diego Graduation and MCRD Base tours.  
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Office Name Phone Email 
Commandant Joe Lopez 970-622-9705 jlopez3425@aol.com 
Sr. Vice Commandant G. Cano 970-310-4590 mcldevildog@aol.com 
Jr. Vice Commandant Tom Buchanan 970-667-6269 five_toes@msn.com 
Judge Advocate Jim Sissom 970-613-0522 chvyblzer71@aol.com 
Adjutant /Paymaster Greg Todd 970-217-9473 segatodd@comcast.net 
Sgt-At-Arms    
Chaplain Gil Garcia 970-669-3261 sggarciatr@earthlink.net 
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Spring Golf Tournament  
Plans are underway for a Golf Tournament for the month of May. The public will 
be invited we expect to get an enormous amount of publicity, players, and not to 
mention money!!! We will need help with food, sign ups, acquiring sponsors and 
players. See Greg Todd for questions. 
 

 

 
News Anchor Dan Rather, 
NPR Reporter Cokie 
Roberts and a U.S. Marine 
were hiking through the 
desert one day when they 
were captured by Iraqis. 
They were tied up, led to the 
village and brought before 
the leader.  
 
The leader said, "I am 
familiar with your western 
custom of granting the 
condemned a last wish. 
Before we kill and 
dismember you, do you have 
any last requests?" Dan 
Rather said, "Well, I'm a 
Texan; so I'd like one last 
bowl full of hot, spicy chili." The leader nodded to an underling who left and returned with the chili. 
Rather ate it all and said, "Now I can die content."  
 
Cokie Roberts said, "I'm a reporter to the end. I want to take out my tape recorder and describe the 
scene here and what's about to happen. Maybe someday someone will hear it and know that I was 
on the job till the end." The leader directed an aide to hand over the tape recorder and Roberts 
dictated some comments. She then said, "Now I can die happy."  
 
The leader turned and said, "And now, Mr. U.S. Marine, what is your final wish?" "Kick me in the 
ass," said the Marine." "What?" asked the leader. "Will you mock us in your last hour?" "No, I'm 
not kidding. I want you to kick me in the ass," insisted the Marine. So the leader shoved him into 
the open, and kicked him in the ass. The Marine went sprawling, but rolled to his knees, pulled a 
9mm pistol from inside his cammies, and shot the leader dead. In the resulting confusion, he leapt to 
his knapsack, pulled out his M4 carbine, and sprayed the Iraqis with gunfire. In a flash, the Iraqis 
were dead or fleeing for their lives.  
 
As the Marine was untying Rather and Roberts, they asked him, "Why didn't you just shoot them? 
Why did you ask them to kick you in the ass?" "What!?" said the Marine, "And have you idiots call 
ME the aggressor?"
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The Loveland Sweetheart Auxiliary came up with 
the idea of sending Christmas Stockings to our 
troops in Iraq and to take stockings and cookies to 
our veterans at the Cheyenne VA Hospital. 
To raise some funds, they set up shop at the Arts 
and Crafts Show at the Ranch. Besides raising 
money they had people sign cards for our troops. 
 

 
The next week the boxes were packed to send 
off the troops. This was accomplished in one 
hour due to the commitment of the 20 Young 
Marines!  OORAH! 
 

The next day the Auxiliary made the trip to 
Cheyenne to treat the Veterans to cookies and give 
them stockings and lap blankets. 
 
 
 
 
 

Here are the totals 
• 102 packages, 108 Stocking  (27 boxes) filled with stocking and stuffing sent to Iraq- Operation 

Holiday Joy,  58 boxes send with stuffing but no stockings- Operations Holiday Joy  
• 17 Care Packages sent to name specific service members with holiday greetings 
• 600 Christmas Cards 
• VA CENTER 
• 29.5 dozen cookies, Juice/ Hot Cider, 40 lap robes, 40 Stockings/ Personal Items 
• 12 volunteers to complete the operation  and a lot of smiles and laughter..... 

 
Great Job Auxilary! 
 
A Powerpoint presentation of the three events can be found at  
http://semperfi.lovelandnet.com/pp/christmas06/ChristmasStockings.pps 
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Office Name Phone Email 
President:  Debbie Pierson  970-667-6014 dpierson5@comcast.net 
Sr. Vice  Sonya Platiro   platiroincolorado@hotmail.com 
Jr. Vice/ Treasurer  Judi Martinez  970-593-1612 judimartz@comcast.net 
Secretary/ Chaplain  Ila Samson   ilasamson@msn.com 
Judge Advocate  G. Cano   mcldevildog@aol.com 
 
The Loveland Sweetheart Unit currently has a project of sending 800 valentines to the men and 
women currently servicing in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Our goal is to have them stamped as coming 
from Loveland and in the mail by the latter part of January.  We have asked NECCO for the 
"hearts" to send with our cards but at this time we have not had a response back.   
  
The Unit will be presented with our Charter at the meeting on January 11 and have installation of 
officers.  There will be refreshments following the ceremony.  We invite the Detachment of join us. 
  
The Unit is working on a Valentines Dance/Dinner but details have not been confirmed at this time. 
  
Never too early to start thinking about our next garage sale fund raiser and these events bring in 
some serious money for our projects.  If you have items that you would like stored, let me know as I 
currently have room in my garage. (970) 667-6014. 
 

USMC Terms: 

Leatherneck: The nickname Leatherneck has become a universal moniker for a U.S. Marine. The term 
originated from the wide and stiff leather neck-piece that was part of the Marine Corps uniform from 1798 
until 1872. This leather collar, called The Stock, was roughly four inches high and had two purposes. In 
combat, it protected the neck and jugular vein from cutlasses slashes. On parade, it kept a Marine's head 
erect. The term is so widespread that it has become the name of the Marine Corps Association monthly 
magazine, LEATHERNECK. 

Gyrene: Around 1900, members of the U.S. Navy began using Gyrene as a jocular derogatory reference to 
U.S. Marines. Instead of being insulted, the Marines loved it. The term became common by World War I and 
has been extensively used since that time. 

Jarhead: For roughly 50 years, sailors had little luck in their effort to insult Marines by calling them 
Gyrenes. So, during World War II sailors began referring to Marines as Jarheads. Presumably the high collar 
on the Marine Dress Blues uniform made a Marine's head look like it was sticking out of the top of a Mason 
jar. Marines were not insulted. Instead, they embraced the new moniker as a term of utmost respect. 

Devil Dogs: The German Army coined this term of respect for U.S. Marines during World War I. In the 
summer of 1918 the German Army was driving toward Paris. The French Army was in full retreat. In a 
desperate effort to save Paris, the newly arrived U.S. Marines were thrown into the breach. In June 1918, in 
bitter fighting lasting for weeks, Marines repeatedly repulsed the Germans in Belleau Wood. The German 
drive toward Paris sputtered, fizzled, and died. Then the Marines attacked and swept the Germans back out 
of Belleau Wood. Paris had been saved. The tide of war had turned. Five months later Germany would be 
forced to accept an armistice. The battle tenacity and fury of the U.S. Marines had stunned the Germans. In 
their official reports they called the Marines "teufel hunden," meaning Devil Dogs, the ferocious mountain 
dogs of Bavarian folklore. 

 



 

 

 
Loveland Detachment History (It’s never too early for a history lesson) 
By Tom Buchanan 
 
Well Marines, we have finally come becoming a full fledged detachment. Some of us have been 
working on this for well over a year.  A group of us from the Northern Colorado Detachment 
realized that there were many members that lived in Loveland, but were not too active in the 
League. With that in mind a full fledged assault on Loveland began, trying to muster up enough 
members to form a detachment.  
 
One hurdle that needed to be overcome was the fact that we were to close in proximity of the NC 
Detachment and a special waiver had to be made in order to allow us to be chartered. 
 
The first six months involved monthly press releases to inform the public that we were trying to 
start a Marine Corps League Detachment in Loveland. Many Saturday mornings went by with just a 
few of us meeting at the Vets Club over coffee taking a few names of interested people each 
Saturday until we had enough names to take a crack at actually forming a detachment. 
 
The driving force of our detachment came from the NC detachment and without that dedication we 
would not have a Loveland Detachment. While some would profess there is animosity between the 
NC and Loveland Detachments I can testify that this is just not the case.  There are those that would 
like us to believe there is, but working close with members of the NC Detachment over the past year 
I have found nothing but well wishes and hands offering to help us get started.  
 
The New Year is upon us and the momentum of our new detachment should not be curtailed. We 
have many members that want to active in many areas.  At the end of the year 2007 we should be 
able to look back and say we did all we could in preserving the traditions and promoting the 
interests of the United States Marine Corps. 
 
As all new organizations, we have had our trials and tribulations, nothing I pray that Marines cannot 
improvise-adapt and overcome. Now that we have an established charter the first thing we will need 
to do is create our detachment bylaws, adhering the Marine Corps League National Bylaws. 
 
 
 
 
Editor’s Note: 
I really would like to provide you with the latest information concerning the Loveland Detachment. 
We really do need to get some sponsors onboard to fund this newsletter.  I think the cost should be 
$60.00 a year for a business card sized ad. If you know of anyone in business that would like to 
support us let them know about it. 
 
This newsletter is also available online at our web site http://semperfi.lovelandnet.com/ 
 
If you have anything you would like to contribute to the newsletter send it to Tom Buchanan 
five_toes@msn.com or 910 West 8th, Loveland, CO  80537 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
On December 9, 2005, CNN covered an interview of a US Marine sniper in Afghanistan. A Reuters 
reporter trying to milk the interview for all it was worth asked the young Marine, in a less than 
respectful tone, and in an effort to make him feel guilty, "What do you feel, if anything, when you 
shoot an Al Quaeda freedom fighter from such a long distance?"  The young Marine thought for a 
moment, shrugged his shoulders and replied. "RECOIL" & turned and walked away. 
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The Loveland Scuttlebutt is made possible with the support of the following sponsors. Please use 
them and thank them for making our newsletter possible. In case you were wondering we do need 
sponsors to help defray the cost of printing and mailing this newsletter.  
 
Looking forward to growth within the detachment means our cost will rise also. The cost to print 
and mail 75 copies of the newsletter will be about $80.00 a month. If you know of any business or 
individuals that would like to help us let me know. - Tom 
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