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Officers 
Office Name Phone Email 

Commandant John Petta  970-663-5668  pjausmc@yahoo.com 

Sr. Vice Commandant Terry Wright 970-613-9153 marinesargent52@hotmail.com 

Jr. Vice Commandant Jack Ashley 970-622-8871 semperfi351@msn.com 

Judge Advocate Greg Walent 970-461-3585 gjwalent@msn.com 

 

Mission Statement  
Members of the Marine Corps League join together in camaraderie and fellowship for the purpose of 
preserving the traditions and promoting the interests of the United States Marine Corps, banding together 
those who are now serving in the United States Marine Corps and those who have been honorably discharged 
from that service that they may effectively promote the ideals of American freedom and democracy, 
voluntarily aiding and rendering assistance to all Marines and former Marines and to their widows and 
orphans; and to perpetuate the history of the United States Marine Corps and by fitting acts to observe the 
anniversaries of historical occasions of particular interest to Marines. 

 

Meetings 
Regular Meetings are at the Associated Veterans Club in Loveland. 305 N. Cleveland Ave. on the second 
Thursday of every month at 1930. 
 

Monthly Staff Meetings are held on the Saturday before the Regular Meeting at 0900 at the Country 
Junction restaurant at 4th and Railroad in downtown Loveland.  
 

SOS Breakfast We will be changing our regularly scheduled SOS breakfast from the 3rd Saturday at 
Schmidt’s Bakery to the 4th Saturday for the month of July only. 
The SOS breakfast will be at Dwayne Webster Park on highway 34, south of Lake Loveland. This will be a 
traditional SOS breakfast. The Auxiliary and the Young Marines will be joining us and helping out. The 
breakfast will begin at 0800. The Young marines will be having their normal Saturday drill right after 
breakfast. Please join us in our support of the Young Marines and to get to know the wonderful ladies of the 
Auxiliary. Come early and help make this a real success! 

 

Website 
We have a new website. The address is mcl-loveland-1250.com It contains information about the detachment 
which includes photos of past events and information about upcoming events that you can get involved with. 
It will be where you can go to get the latest information that concerns the Loveland Detachment. 
If you have any suggestions to make the site more user friendly please send email webmaster@ mcl-
loveland-1250.com. Or call Tom at 667-6269. 
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New Members 
Please welcome Abe Herrera who joined us last month. 
At the July meeting we voted to pay for the first year’s dues for Chris Hahn. Chris was wounded in Iraq and 
part of his leg was amputated. The newspaper has run stories about how Chris and his wife Rachel have 
fallen on hard times. To our surprise Chris showed up after the meeting and filled out his paperwork. 
Welcome aboard Abe and Chris! 
 
 

Young Marines 

The Flat Irons Young Marines are now officially sponsored by the Loveland Detachment 1250. Welcome 
aboard Young Marines. The next boot camp starts on July 12, 2008. 
 
Some things coming up on the Flatirons Young Marines calendar include:  
Saturday, July 19th  
8:30 am Regular Drill at Conrad Ball middle school  
Saturday, July 26th  
8:30 am Regular Drill at Duane Webster Park  
Friday, July 25th  
Flag Retirement ceremony in Greeley at Joe Martinez Gardens.  

Auxiliary News 
Auxiliary News:  Membership dues are due August 1st.  Annual dues are $30 please send your 
checks to Judi Martinez at 2015 Empire Street, Loveland CO  80538. 
  
Corn Roast is coming up August 22 and the Auxiliary will have a TEAM of Corn Shuckers !!  This 
year we plan on beating our total bagged last year of 10+ dozen.  Loveland Chamber of Commerce 
is not doing a Bed Race this year... and we had 2 TEAMS of recently returned Marines ready to run 
in the race... talk about word getting around and wanting to be involved.  In my opinion,  the Bed 
Race will be missed this year for sure.  Besides the community will not see 10 Marines run a race to 
remember! 
  
The Widows Tea took place June 29th at the Loveland Public Library.  It was time taken out to 
reflect on the families of our departed Marines.  It was attended by 15 widows and guests.  All the 
regular tea refreshments were served on my grandmothers china, she would be very proud. 
  
National Convention is August 10-16 in Orlando Florida.  Carole Viano and I will be representing 
the Loveland Sweetheart Unit and the Department of Colorado.  I have been asked to speak at the 
meeting for the Auxiliary on veteran benefits.   
  
Know a female family member of a Marine?  Have them get involved with the Auxiliary.  We are 
currently 33 members strong and growing all the time. 
  
Respectfully submitted- Debbie Pierson 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

National Convention 
2008 National Convention - August 10-16, 2008 in Orlando Florida 
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Division Conference  
2008 Division Conference  - July 11, 12, 2008 in Laramie, Wyoming 
 

County Fair Booth 
We will be joining with the Northern Colorado Detachment in the Marine Corps League booth at the Larimer 
County Fair. The Loveland Detachment is responsible for maintaining the booth all day on Monday and 
Tuesday, August 4th and 5th.  There are still slots available. They are scheduled in two-hour shifts and we 
need two people to be at the booth.  If you can sign up, please contact Terry Wright at 970-215-6028 
 

Veterans Stand Down 
Northern Colorado will be having a Veterans Stand Down on November 18, 2008 from 9-3 p.m. The location 
is at the Catholic Charities facility located at 460 Linden Center Drive in Ft. Collins.  
Your assistance with donations of clothing items is needed. Last year the Service Organizations and 
Auxiliaries were very instrumental in this area of need. 
For more information please contact Debbie Pierson at (970) 498-7390. 
 

Colorado State Festival & Parade of Honor 
September 19 and 20, 2008 in Downtown Denver 
The Colorado State "Parade of Honor" salutes, honors and pays tribute to Colorado's stellar performers: 
veterans, armed forces, law enforcement officers, fire-fighters, POW's, MIA's, and our fallen heroes. 
Last year's parade hosted 238 organizations and 4,537 parade participants. The 2008 "PARADE OF 

HONOR" will host nearly DOUBLE last year's participation. 
For more information visit  http://www.paradeofhonor.org/ 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Marine Corps League Meeting Minutes Notes 
      Loveland Detachment #1250 Minutes 6/12/08 

 
          Minutes of Marine Corps League Detatchment #1250, June 12, 2008 

 
Location: The Associated Veterans Club, Loveland, Colorado 
 
Time: Acting Commandant Terry Wright called the meeting to order at 19:30 hours.  
    

Members in Attendance: 10   Guests: 3   (Sgt. Debbie Hust) (Charles Davis) (Sgt. Clint Schnorr) 
 
Securing the Quarters:  Sergeant-at-arms Dan Crockett secured the quarters and verified that all present 
were qualified to remain. 
 
Pledge: The members stood and were led in the Pledge of Allegiance by Sergeant-at-Arms  
Crockett. 
 

Invocation:  Acting Chaplain John Merritt delivered the invocation. 
 

Opening the Meeting:  Sergeant-at-arms, Crockett then declared the meeting open for business, by authority 
of Acting Commandant, Terry Wright.  

 

Role Call of Officers:  Jr. Vice Commandant, Ashley, called the role, and reported that all officers were 
present or accounted for. (See below). 



 

Marine Corps League, Loveland Colorado Detachment #1250  - 4 - 

 

   Present  Excused 

 Officers Roll Call  Yes No  Yes No 

01. Commandant John Petta   X  X  

02. Sr. Vice Commandant Terry Wright  X     

03. Jr. Vice Commandant Jack Ashley  X     

04. Judge Advocate Greg Walent   X  X  

05. Adjutant Jack Ashley  X     

06. Paymaster Doyle Biggs   X  X  

07. Chaplain Joe Novak   X  X  

08. Sergeant-at-Arms Dan Crockett  X     

 

09. 

Acting Chaplain 

Quartermaster 

John Merritt      

Position unfilled 

 X     

10. Shooting team Captain Position un-filled       

 Trustee Position un-filled       

 
Applications for membership:  Abel Herrera submitted his application for membership, and gave a short 
presentation on his background and service in the Marine Corps.  
 
Sgt. Clint Schnorr took an application for membership, and gave a short presentation on his background and 
service in the Marine Corps. 
 
Ceremony of initiations:  The members voted unanimously to accept Abel Herrera as a member of 
Detachment #1250.  
 
Reading of the Minutes of the previous meeting: Jr. Vice Commandant Ashley read the minutes of the 
May 8, 2008 meeting.  A motion was made by Marine Tom Buchanan, Seconded by Acting Chaplin John 
Merritt, to accept the minutes as read. The motion passed by a voice vote, and the minutes were approved as 
read. 
 
Financial report: The financial report was given by Acting Commandant Terry Wright in Paymaster Doyle 
Biggs’s absence.  Opening balance as of May 8, 2008 was $1,016.47.  Monies received for deposit was 
$41.00 for a Detachment jacket, $11.00 from the 50-50- drawing, and & $6.00 from King Soopers card. 
Balance on hand as of May 30, 2008 $1,074.47.  Jr. Vice Commandant Ashley moved that the financial 
report be accepted as read.  Marine Tom Buchanan seconded the motion.  The motion carried by a voice 
vote. 
 
Guest Presentations: Sgt. Debbie Hust gave a presentation on the Young Marines, talked about their 

annual poker run, and invited everyone to come.  She reported that the young marines’ boot camp starts on 
July 12th, and that parent orientation would be on June 28th. 
 
Charles Davis, Department of Colorado Commandant, gave a short presentation, and among other things, he 
said he would give us more information later on the parade in Denver September 19th and 20th.  He said the 
parade would be on the 20th. 
                                                                     
Correspondence:  Acting Commandant Terry Wright said he had received correspondence from the 
National Office with instructions pertaining to the nominating form used to be used for nominating someone 
for the Legion of Honor for Chaplains. Acting Commandant Wright also said that he had received 
correspondence regarding the Rocky Mountain Division meeting in Laramie Wyoming July 11 and 12.  He 
also reported that he had received correspondence from Tom Kruger asking for volunteers to serve on a 
Convention Administrative Committee.  

 

Old business:  None 
Unfinished Business: None  
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Miscellaneous:  None 
 

REPORT OF OFFICERS 

Commandant Acting Commandant Terry Wright reported that Detachment #1250 is now 
an official sponsor of the Flatiron Young Marines unit. Acting 
Commandant Wright also reported that the State Judge Advocate had said 
that our action of voting to eliminate the portions of our bylaws pertaining 
to dual membership and dual member’s voting rights from our Bylaws had 
been approved and we are now in compliance. 

Sr. Vice Commandant No Report 

Jr. Vice Commandant Jr. Vice Commandant Ashley reported on the flag folding ceremony at the 
Good Samaritan Nursing home on May 17th and commended the Flag 
Detail, which was composed of Senior Vice Commandant Terry Wright, 
Paymaster Doyle Biggs, and Marine John Merritt, and Bugler Tom 
Ekeridge, from the Northern Detachment, for an outstanding performance.  
He also reported on the Military Clothing Sales Store at Camp Pendleton 
and how much cheaper they are than other suppliers for certain uniform 
items. He said he had a price list available if anyone needed one. 

Judge Advocate No Report 

Adjutant No Report 

Paymaster No Report 

Chaplain No Report 

Sergeant-at-Arms No Report 

  

 
New Business:  There was a short discussion regarding someone to be the Editor of the Detachment News 
Letter and Web Sergeant of the Detachment’s web site.  The members were  
advised of the discussion at the staff meeting on June 7 regarding this matter, and the fact that Marine Tom 
Buchanan had agreed to do the Detachment’s News Letter and to set up its web page and take care of it.  Jr. 
Vice Commandant Ashley then made a motion, seconded by Sergeant-at-Arms Dan Crockett, that Marine 
Tom Buchanan be appointed to the position of Editor of the Detachment’s News Letter and Web Sergeant of 
the Detachment’s web page.  Sergeant-at-Arms, Crockett raised a question as to whether or not we would 
have to have a specific computer for the Detachment to do the web page.   After more discussion, it was 
agreed that the web page work could be done from any computer.  It was then pointed out by Marine Tom 
Buchanan that there would be some cost, probably less than $100, for getting a domain name, etc.  Jr. Vice 
Commandant Ashley then amended his motion to include the Detachment paying for the cost of the domain 
name, etc. The amended motion passed by a voice vote of 8 to 1. 
 
There was some discussion on our earlier vote to name the Paymaster as the fifth voting member of the 
Detachment’s Officer Board.  State Commandant Charles Davis pointed out that the National bylaws require 
that if you were going to have a fifth voting member on the Board, it would have to be the Past Commandant.  
 
Sergeant-at-Arms, Crockett raised a question about where we were with getting a mailbox set for depositing 
soiled and damaged American flags.  
 
Acting Commandant Wright said that Marine Tom Buchanan has a mailbox, and ask Tom to talk to the city 
about installing it at the Veteran’s Park.  Acting Commandant Wright then made a motion, seconded by Jr. 
Vice Commandant Ashley, to have Marine Buchanan go forward with necessary plans to get the mailbox for 
the disposal of soiled and damaged American flags installed at the Veteran’s Park.  The motion passed by a 
voice vote. 
 
Other Announcements: None 

Report on any member or member’s family that is sick or in distress:  None 
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Introduction of new members and/or guests:  (See above) 

Reports of standing committees:    None 

Reports of special committees:     None 

Other business:   

Announcements: (See Reports above.) 

Miscellaneous: Acting Chaplain Merritt made a correction to the May 8th meeting minutes.  He pointed out 
that Chaplain Joe Novak was absent and that he filled in for him.    

Closing Prayer: Acting Chaplain John Merritt delivered the closing prayer. 

Flag Salute:  The meeting concluded with a flag salute. 

Meeting Closed: Sergeant-at-Arms Crockett then closed the meeting in proper form at 21:06 hours.  The 
next scheduled meeting will be held at 19:30 hours, July 10, 2008, at the same Location.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jack Ashley 

Junior Vice Commandant / 

Acting Adjutant  
 

 
 

 

 

This Day in the History of the Marine Corps  
JULY  
4 July 1801: President Thomas Jefferson reviewed the Marines, led by the Commandant of the Marine Corps, LtCol 
William W. Burrows and the Marine Band, on the White House grounds. The smartly uniformed Marines performed 
drills and fired various salutes in observance of the new nation's 25th anniversary.  
6 July 1990: One of the oldest and most versatile attack aircraft in Marine Corps history, the A-4 Skyhawk, retired from 
the Corps' active aviation structure after over 30 years of service. The last two Skyhawks from MAG-32 flew their 
initial flight from Cherry Point to NAS Patuxent River on this date.  
7 July 1941: The 1st Marine Aircraft Wing was activated at Quantico, Virginia. Within a year of activation, the Wing 
would participate in the Marine Corps offensive at Guadalcanal. That bitter campaign would be the first in a series of 
legendary battles in which the Wing would add luster to its reputation. The 1stMAW would earn five Presidential Unit 
Citations for gallantry in campaigns spanning World War II, Korea, and Vietnam.  
11 July 1798: President John Adams approved "An Act for Establishing and Organizing a Marine Corps", and it 
became law. The following day, the President appointed William Ward Burrows the Major Commandant of the new 
Corps. In August, Major Burrows opened his headquarters in Philadelphia, at that time still the capital of the new 
nation.  
14 July 1993: The USS IWO JIMA was decommissioned after over 30 years of service in a ceremony at Norfolk Naval 
Base, Virginia. The ship was named for the World War II battle during which three Marine divisions ousted 20,000 
entrenched Japanese troops. The Iwo Jima was commissioned 26 August 1961, and it was the first ship specifically 
designed as an amphibious assault ship from the keel up.  
18 July 1918: The 4th Brigade of Marines began an attack near Soissons, France, as part of a three-division 
counterattack against the Germans. In the first two days of battle, the brigade sustained 1,972 casualties.  
24 July 1944: The V Amphibious Corps, commanded by Major General Harry Schmidt, landed on Tinian, in the 
Mariana Islands. The following morning, the 2d and 4th Marine Divisions began a shoulder-to-shoulder southward 
sweep of the island. Organized enemy resistance faded within a week, and on 1 August, MajGen Schmidt declared the 
island secure.  
26 July 1947: The National Security Act of 1947 became effective, reaffirming the status of the Marine Corps as a 
separate military service within the Department of the Navy. The Act Provided for Fleet Marine Forces, and confirmed 
the Corps' mission of seizing and defending advanced bases, as well as land operation incident to naval campaigns.  
28 July 1918: Brigadier General John A. Lejeune assumed command of the 2d Division, U.S. Army in France, and 
remained in that capacity until August 1919 when the unit was demobilized. He was the first Marine officer to hold an 
Army divisional command, and following the Armistice, he led his division in the march into Germany 
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For the Good of the League  
The past couple of months have seen many positive changes to our fairly new detachment. The glow of 
camaraderie and fellowship has been rekindled and Marines are stepping up to the plate for the good of the 
detachment and we have taken a new direction. We are now sponsoring the Young Marines, working in 
harmony with the Auxiliary and other detachments. The new website is up and running and the 
reestablishment of the newsletter will keep all members better informed of our activities and opportunities to 
get more involved. Getting out in the public at places like the booth at the County Fair will let other Marines 
know we exist.  
The direction is positive and members are returning to join us. Let’s keep up the momentum and increase our 

numbers!  Oh Rah!  

 

  

Sponsors 
Chances are you do business with people that you are familiar with and you may be able to sign 
them up as a sponsor for the detachment’s newsletter.  A suggested donation of $60.00 a year/$5.00 
a month will get them a business card sized ad in the newsletter and on the website. 
 
The Loveland Scuttlebutt is made possible with the support of the following sponsors. Please use 
them and thank them for making our newsletter possible. In case you were wondering we do need 
sponsors to help defray the cost of printing and mailing this newsletter.  
 
Looking forward to growth within the detachment means our cost will rise also. The cost to print 
and mail 75 copies of the newsletter will be about $80.00 a month. If you know of any business or 
individuals that would like to help us let me know. - Tom 
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