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Marine Corps League, Loveland Colorado Detachment #1250	

August, 2008 
Website: mcl-loveland-1250.com 
Next Meeting Sept. 11, 2008 

Tom Buchanan, Editor 
910 W 8th, Loveland, CO  80537 

970-667-6269  five_toes@msn.com 
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Office Name Phone Email 
Commandant Terry Wright 970-663-5668 marinesargent52@hotmail.com 
Sr. Vice Commandant Jack Ashley ������������  semperfi351@msn.com 
Jr. Vice Commandant John Merritt 970-622-8871 hobbitt51@mac.com 
Judge Advocate Greg Walent 970-461-3585 gjwalent@msn.com 
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Members of the Marine Corps League join together in camaraderie and fellowship for the purpose of 
preserving the traditions and promoting the interests of the United States Marine Corps, banding together 
those who are now serving in the United States Marine Corps and those who have been honorably discharged 
from that service that they may effectively promote the ideals of American freedom and democracy, 
voluntarily aiding and rendering assistance to all Marines and former Marines and to their widows and 
orphans; and to perpetuate the history of the United States Marine Corps and by fitting acts to observe the 
anniversaries of historical occasions of particular interest to Marines. 
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Regular Meetings are at the Associated Veterans Club in Loveland. 305 N. Cleveland Ave. on the second 
Thursday of every month at 1930. 
 
Monthly Staff Meetings are held on the Saturday before the Regular Meeting at 0900 at the Country 
Junction restaurant at 4th and Railroad in downtown Loveland.  
 
Elections 
Election of officers will be held at the October 9, 2008 meeting. Nominations will be accepted at the 
September meeting. We will be electing Commandant, Sr. Commandant , Jr. Commadant and Judge 
Advocate. Nominations will close at the October meeting just before the elections. 
 
SOS Breakfast  July’s SOS breakfast was so well received we are going to do it again. The SOS 
will be on Saturday, September 6, 2008.  It will again be at Dwayne Webster Park on highway 34, 
south of Lake Loveland. This will be a traditional SOS breakfast. We will be inviting the Northern 
Colorado and Union Colony detachments as well as the Auxiliary and the Young.  The breakfast 
will begin at 0800.  
�
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 The address of the website is mcl-loveland-1250.com  It will be where you can go to get the latest 
information that concerns the Loveland Detachment. If you have any suggestions to make the site more user 
friendly please send email webmaster@ mcl-loveland-1250.com. Or call Tom at 667-6269. 
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The Flat Irons Young Marines are now officially sponsored by the Loveland Detachment 1250. Welcome 
aboard Young Marines. The next boot camp starts on July 12, 2008. 
 
  

���������������
MCLA Fall Garage Sale will be Friday September 12th and Saturday September 13th.  Set up will be 
Thursday September 11th (our regular evening to meet) at 5:30 location will be 629 Cressa Drive.  
Volunteers are needed for all days.  We will also have a Bake Sale at the same time so please drop 
items off preferably on Thursday evening for Friday morning.  We have TWO major fundraisers per 
year to support our activities, donated items are always appreciated.  Come out and support this 
event. 
 
The Flat Irons Young Marines are inviting MCLA members from the State to a Jane Wayne Day.  
Current date of this event is October 18th.  Location will either be Loveland or Longmont more 
information will be forthcoming shortly.  What this activity is….. the auxiliary members will be 
“young” recruits and do a boot camp day with the new recruits for the Young Marines.  I have been 
told it will be “toned down some” for those of us who aren’t as young as we think we are….. 
Sounds like a great way to interact with the Young Marines and promises to have some surprises 
thrown in. 
 
The Loveland Sweetheart Unit had 3 members recognized on the national level for recruiting new 
members.  Carole Viano, Judi Martinez and Deb Pierson.  We currently have around 34 paid 
members and are currently the 2nd largest unit in Colorado….. Our goal this year is to become the 
largest. 
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Veterans Stand Down 
Northern Colorado will be having a Veterans Stand Down on November 18, 2008 from 9-3 p.m. The location 
is at the Catholic Charities facility located at 460 Linden Center Drive in Ft. Collins.  
Your assistance with donations of clothing items is needed. Last year the Service Organizations and 
Auxiliaries were very instrumental in this area of need. 
For more information please contact Debbie Pierson at (970) 498-7390. 
 
Colorado State Festival & Parade of Honor 
September 19 and 20, 2008 in Downtown Denver 
The Colorado State "Parade of Honor" salutes, honors and pays tribute to Colorado's stellar performers: 
veterans, armed forces, law enforcement officers, fire-fighters, POW's, MIA's, and our fallen heroes. 
Last year's parade hosted 238 organizations and 4,537 parade participants. The 2008 "PARADE OF 
HONOR" will host nearly DOUBLE last year's participation. 
For more information visit  http://www.paradeofhonor.org/ 
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For more photos please visit our website mcl-loveland-1250.com 
 
Chris Hahn Porch Project 
The porch remodel project for Chris and Rachel Hahn 
took place in Loveland on Saturday, August 8. 2008.  
 
The Loveland Marine Corps league and the Flatirons 
Young Marines joined in and helped the American 
Legion, American Legion Auxiliary, Son's of the 
American Legion, VFW, various community 
Contractors, Boy Scout leaders in working on the porch. 
 
The work began at precisely 1000 and was finished just 
after 1500. There was a lot of joking and lighthearted 
rivalry between the various branches of service amongst 
the constant working on the porch, pulling weeds and 
eating. 
 
Indeed it was a beautiful site to watch Veterans of all 
backgrounds come together in harmony to accomplish a 
mission. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

SOS July 25, 2008 
The Loveland Detachment held a real SOS at 
Dwayne Webster park on Saturday, July 26, 2008. It 
was a combined effort of the Detachment, the 
Auxiliary and the Young Marines. 
 
Everyone had a great time and enjoyed some great 
SOS. There were some door prizes. G. made some 
tasty S and Tom broiled the toast to perfection. The 
Young marines shout out that it was the best meal 
they ever had! 
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County Fair and Corn Roast Parades 
The Loveland Detachment was once again honored 
to join the Northern Colorado Detachment in leading 
the Larimer County Fair and Corn Roast Parades 
through downtown Loveland.  
One parade was in the evening and the other in the 
morning. If you get a chance to join in a local parade 
do yourself a favor and go. It is a wonderful sight to 
see so many patriotic people lining the streets. 
 
A big thanks to the Northern Detachment!�
��
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Marine Corps League Meeting Minutes Notes  
      Loveland Detachment #1250 Minutes 8/14/08 
 
          Minutes of Marine Corps League Detatchment #1250, August 14, 2008 
 
Location:  The Associated Veterans Club, Loveland, Colorado 
 
Time:  Commandant Terry Wright convened the meeting at 19:30 hours.  
    
Members in Attendance: 13   Guests: 3    
 
Introduction of Guests: Tom Buchanan introduced guests; Janet Stevens, who has a son, Corporal Paul 
Stevens, in the Marine Corps, and Jennifer Veach, who has two sons in the Marine Corps, Corporal Ely 
Veach and Corporal David Veach.  Ms. Stevens and Ms. Veach will be joining the Auxiliary.  
 
Robert McNabb introduced his neighbor, Kurt Wiese, who served in the Marine Corps.  Kurt spoke briefly 
about his service in the Marines during the Iraq and Afghanistan wars.   
 
Role Call of Officers:  Jr. Vice Commandant, Ashley, called the role, and reported that all officers were  
present or accounted for. (See below). 

   Present  Excused 
 ����������
��� ����  Yes No  Yes No 

01. Commandant Terry Wright  X     
02. Sr. Vice Commandant Terry Wright  X     
03. Jr. Vice Commandant Jack Ashley  X     
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04. Judge Advocate Greg Walent  X     
05. Adjutant Jack Ashley  X     
06. Paymaster Doyle Biggs  X     
07. Chaplain Joe Novak  X     
08. Sergeant-at-Arms Dan Crockett   X  X  
 
09. 

Acting Sergeant-at-arms 
Quartermaster 

John Merritt      
Position unfilled 

 X     

10. Shooting team Captain Position un-filled       
 Trustee Position un-filled       

 
Applications for membership:  None 
 
Reading of the Minutes of the previous meeting: Jr. Vice Commandant Ashley read the minutes of the  
 
July 10, 2008 meeting.  John Petta commented that he had said he was going to be gone for four months. 
A motion was made by Tom Buchanan, seconded by Chaplin Joe Novak, to accept the minutes as read. The 
motion passed by a voice vote.  
 
Financial report:  Paymaster Doyle Biggs reported that the balance on hand as of July 1, 2008, was 
$1,074.47; Monies received was $242.75; Monies paid out was $436.30; leaving a balance on hand as of 
August 1, 2008, of $880.92.  Jr. Vice Commandant Ashley made a motion, seconded by Chaplain Novak, 
that the financial report be accepted as presented.  Motion passed by a voice vote. 
 
Guest Presentations: (see above) 
                                                                  
Correspondence:  The Detachment received correspondence from Sgt. Debbie Hust regarding the 
September 20th Parade of Honor.  
 
Old business:  None 
 
Miscellaneous:  None 

 
REPORT OF OFFICERS 

Commandant No Report,  
Sr. Vice Commandant No Report 
Jr. Vice Commandant No Report 

Judge Advocate No Report 
Adjutant No Report 

Paymaster No Report 
Chaplain Chaplain Novak reported that four detachment members had been sick 

and/or had surgeries.  He reported that Sergeant-at Arms Crockett had had 
two car accidents, and diabetes, a ruptured blood vessel in his stomach that 
was not found for nine days after his auto accident, and he had had an 
acute urinary tract infection and he was going to a VA doctor to see if he 
could get his catheter removed.  He reported that Paymaster Biggs, Jr. 
Vice Commandant Ashley and Marine James Vincent, were all out and 
about again and present at the meeting.  
 
Chaplin Novak asked that anyone who knows of a member or a member’s 
family member who is ill or hospitalized to please contact him because 
that is the only way he has of knowing about it.  

Sergeant-at-Arms No Report 
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New Business: Commandant Wright went over an e-mail he had received from Debbie Pierson 
about a joint venture of the Union Colony Detachment, the Northern Detachment, Our Detachment, 
and other veterans’ organizations jointly staffing booths on August 30th at the Budweiser Events 
center.  He said that he had told her that we would defiantly be interested. 
 
Commandant Wright also went over the details of the Colorado State Parade of Honor in Denver on 
Saturday, September 20th at 10:00 hours.   
 
Other Announcements: Commandant Wright announced that the Auxiliary will be participation in 
the corn shucking contest at this years Corn Roast Festival.   
 
Report on any member or member’s family that is sick or in distress:  (See report on Chris Hahn and his 
wife.) 
 
Introduction of new members and/or guests:  (see above) 
  
Reports of standing committees:    None 
 
Reports of special committees:     None 
 
Unfinished Business:  The Young Marines national award papers were sent through and the Young Marine 
Unit will be bill be presented with an award at the September Parade of Honor Ceremony. 
 
Tom Buchanan reported on the Chris and Rachel Hahn porch party, and how many veterans from all 
branches of the service turned out.  The Young Marines also pitched in planting flowers etc.  He reported on 
the great food and other refreshments, and said it only took a matter of five hours to finish the porch.  The 
great press coverage that was there was also mentioned. 
 
Commandant Wright reported on the booth that we shared with the Northern Detachment at the County Fair 
and thanked those that volunteered to staff it.  He said that six people signed up that were interested in 
joining the Detachment. 
 
Tom Buchanan reported on the progress on the mail box which is to be used for disposal of soiled and/or 
damaged flags.  He said that it has been painted and is going to the sign shop for painting signs indicating 
that it is only for depositing flags in and not for mail.  He also said that there needed to be some slight 
touchup of the paint, and then it will be ready to be set.  He suggested that we do it on some special day and 
that it might be a good idea to have the Young Marines do a flag retirement ceremony in connection with 
setting the mailbox. 
 
Tom Buchanan also reported on the SOS breakfast and how well it turned out.  He said that we wound up 
feeding over sixty people.   
 
Jr. Vice Commandant Ashley commended Tom Buchanan for the job he had done in getting the mailbox 
painted, the Marine Corps League emblems and other signs on it, and getting it ready to set, in such a short 
time. 
 
Chaplain Joe Novak suggested that Tom Buchanan would be a good candidate for a distinguished citizen 
award. 
 
John Petta suggested that Tom Buchanan should be entitled to the Detachment Marine of the Year award.  
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 Commandant Wright announced that he had received a resignation from John Petta, resigning from the 
position of Commandant.  Commandant Wright announced that because of the vacancy that was created by 
John’s resignation, the officers would move up, in accordance with the protocol set forth by the State 
Commandant (The Sr. Vice Commandant would move to the office of Commandant; the Jr. Vice 
Commandant would move to the office of Sr. Vice Commandant; a Detachment member would be appointed 
to fill the office of Jr. Vice Commandant in the interim, until elections are held).  Jr. Vice Commandant 
Ashley made a motion that John Merritt be appointed to fill the Jr. Vice Commandant’s position in the 
interim until elections are held.  Chaplin Novak seconded the motion.  John Petta and Judge Advocate Greg 
Walent raised objections saying that there is nothing in our bylaws that allows  

 
officers to move up.  It was pointed out that that provision is contained in the Department of Colorado’s 
Bylaws and Commandant Wright clarified that he was following the directions of Charles Davies, the  
State Commandant.  A vote was never held. 
 
Miscellaneous:  None 
 
Other business:  John Merritt will be assuming the responsibility of the paperwork and the issuance of 
ribbons/awards within the Detachment. 
 
Tom Buchanan made a motion, seconded by Paymaster Doyle Biggs, that Article IV,  Sections 1 and 2 of the 
Bylaws amended to make nominations for office for the next election in December of 2009 and elections in 
January of 2010. Tom Buchanan explained the reasons for his motion, and a short discussion from the floor 
followed.  The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote.   
 
Announcements:  None 
 
Closing Prayer: Chaplain Joe Novak delivered the closing prayer. 
 
Flag Salute:  The meeting concluded with a flag salute. 
 
Meeting Closed: Acting Sergeant-at-Arms John Merritt then closed the meeting in proper form at 21:15 
hours.  The next scheduled meeting will be held at 19:30 hours, September 11, 2008, at the same Location.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jack Ashley 
Junior Vice Commandant / 
 

 
 
 
 
 
This Day in the History of the Marine Corps  
SEPTEMBER �
2 September 1945: The Japanese officially surrendered to the Allies on board the battleship MISSOURI in Tokyo Bay. 
With General Holland Smith transferred home in July 1945, the senior Marine Corps representative at the historic 
ceremony was LtGen Roy S. Geiger, who had succeeded Smith as Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific.  
5 September 1956: Eleven Marines from the 9th Marines, 3d Marine Division, stationed near Naha, Okinawa, drowned 
while swimming, from an undercurrent caused by Typhoon Emma. The violent storm, with 140 mph winds, struck the 
Philippine Islands, Okinawa, Korea, and Japan, causing some 55 deaths and millions of dollars in property damage. 
6 September 1983: Two Marines were killed and two were wounded when rockets hit their compound in Beirut, 
Lebanon. Heavy fighting continued for the 24th Marine Amphibious Unit peacekeeping force in the area near their 
positions around the Beirut International Airport.  
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8 September 1942: On Guadalcanal, the 1st Raider Battalion and the 1st Parachute Battalion, supported by planes of 
MAG-23 and two destroyer transports, landed east of Tasimboko, advanced west into the rear of Japanese positions, and 
carried out a successful raid on a Japanese supply base.  
11 September 1992: Hurricane Iniki devastated the island of Kauai in Hawaii in one of the worst storms the islands had 
seen in over a century. Marines of the 1st Marine Brigade based at Kaneohe Bay, spearheaded Operation Garden 
Sweep, the massive cleanup effort.  
15 September 1950: The 3d Battalion, 5th Marines landed on Wolmi-do Island in Inchon Harbor and secured it prior to 
the main landing. The 1st Marine Division under the command of Major General Oliver P. Smith landed at Inchon and 
began the Inchon-Seoul campaign.  
16 September 1814: A detachment of Marines under Major Daniel Carmick from the Naval Station at New Orleans, 
together with an Army detachment, destroyed a pirate stronghold at Barataria, on the Island of Grande Terre, near New 
Orleans.  
18 September 1990: A new 40-acre training facility for Military Operations in Urban Terrain (MOUT) was dedicated at 
Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, by General Alfred M. Gray, Commandant of the Marine Corps.  
20 September 1950: Marines of the 1st Marine Division crossed the Han River along a six-mile beachhead, eight miles 
northwest of Seoul, Korea. Five days later, the 1st and 5th Marines would attack Seoul and the city would be captured 
by 27 September.  
24 September 1873: One hundred and ninety Marines and seamen from the USS PENSACOLA and BENICIA landed 
at the Bay of Panama, Columbia, to protect the railroad and American lives and property during the revolution.  
27 September 1944: The American flag was raised over Peleliu, Palau Islands, at the 1st Marine Division Command 
Post. Although the flag raising symbolized that the island was secured, pockets of determined Japanese defenders 
continued to fight on. As late as 21 April 1947, 27 Japanese holdouts finally surrendered to the American naval 
commander on the scene.  
30 September 1945: Marines of III Amphibious Corps, commanded by Major General Keller E. Rockey, began landing 
in North China to assist the Chinese Nationalist government in accepting the surrender of Japanese forces and 
repatriating Japanese soldiers and civilians.  
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Chances are you do business with people that you are familiar with and you may be able to sign 
them up as a sponsor for the detachment’s newsletter.  A suggested donation of $60.00 a year/$5.00 
a month will get them a business card sized ad in the newsletter and on the website. 
 
The Loveland Scuttlebutt is made possible with the support of the following sponsors. Please use 
them and thank them for making our newsletter possible. In case you were wondering we do need 
sponsors to help defray the cost of printing and mailing this newsletter.  
 
Looking forward to growth within the detachment means our cost will rise also. The cost to print 
and mail 75 copies of the newsletter will be about $80.00 a month. If you know of any business or 
individuals that would like to help us let me know. - Tom 
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