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Loveland Scuttlebutt 
Marine Corps League, Loveland Colorado Detachment #1250 

October, 2008 
Website: mcl-loveland-1250.com 
Next Meeting Oct. 9, 2008 

Tom Buchanan, Editor 
910 W 8th, Loveland, CO  80537 

970-667-6269  five_toes@msn.com 
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Office Name Phone Email 
Commandant Terry Wright 970-613-9153 marinesargent52@hotmail.com 
Sr. Vice Commandant Jack Ashley 970-622-8871 semperfi351@msn.com 
Jr. Vice Commandant John Merritt 970-472-0879 hobbitt51@mac.com 
Judge Advocate Greg Walent 970-461-3585 gjwalent@msn.com 
Paymaster Doyle Biggs 970-461-1152  
Adjutant: Jack Ashley 970-622-8871 semperfi351@msn.com 
Sergeant-at-Arms: Dan Crockett 970-669-2601  
Chaplain Joe Novak 970-461-5958 luv2roam@pngusa.net 
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Members of the Marine Corps League join together in camaraderie and fellowship for the purpose of 
preserving the traditions and promoting the interests of the United States Marine Corps, banding together 
those who are now serving in the United States Marine Corps and those who have been honorably discharged 
from that service that they may effectively promote the ideals of American freedom and democracy, 
voluntarily aiding and rendering assistance to all Marines and former Marines and to their widows and 
orphans; and to perpetuate the history of the United States Marine Corps and by fitting acts to observe the 
anniversaries of historical occasions of particular interest to Marines. 
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Regular Meetings are at the Associated Veterans Club in Loveland at 305 N. Cleveland Ave. on the 
second Thursday of every month at 1930. 
 
Monthly Staff Meetings are held on the Saturday before the Regular Meeting at 0900 at the Country 
Junction restaurant at 4th and Railroad in downtown Loveland.  
 
Elections 
Election of officers will be held at the October 9, 2008 meeting. This is a very important meeting 
for you to attend as this is your detachment and you should vote for your new leaders. 
Nominations for officers are as follows: 
Commandant:    Tom Buchanan 
Sr. Vice Commandant: Solomon Martinez 
Jr. Vice Commandant: John Merritt 
Judge Advocate:  Jack Ashley and Greg Walent   
Nominations will close at the October meeting just before the elections. 
  
 
SOS Breakfast:  We have a special treat for October’s SOS breakfast. The Loveland Sweetheart 
Auxiliary will be providing an untraditional SOS.  The last time they provided breakfast was a sheer 
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delight.  The breakfast will be indoors at the Associated Vets Club on Cleveland and 3rd in 
downtown Loveland. Breakfast will begin at 0800 in October 25, 2008. 
Please come and invite potential members and other interested people for some really great food 
and wonderful camaraderie.  
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 The address of the website is mcl-loveland-1250.com  It will be where you can go to get the latest 
information that concerns the Loveland Detachment. If you have any suggestions to make the site more user 
friendly please send email webmaster@ mcl-loveland-1250.com. Or call Tom at 667-6269. 
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Marine Corps Birthday Ball will be held on November 8, 2008 at the Best Western Inn, 5542 E US 
Hwy 34, Loveland, Colorado. There is a registration form included in the newsletter. Get your 
registration in early so that the Northern  Colorado Detachment can prepare for another wonderful 
Birthday Ball.  
Attire is Dress Blues, Tux or a nice suit and tie. Hope to see as many of you there as possible. 
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Graduation and Awards Ceremony 
  
Saturday 11 October 2008  
Associated Vets Club  
3rd Avenue and Cleveland in Loveland, CO  
  
Ceremony to kick off 0930 (we will be there at 0800, if you would like to come early)  
  
Once the ceremony has concluded I also invite you stay and visit with our rockstars and their 
families we will have a "potluck" afterwards right there in the Banquet Hall... 
  
I would like as many of you to attend as possible, as over the last few months these remarkable 
young people have endured some trials and tribulations, some personal and some within the unit 
family and I want to recognize and thank my staff, welcome the new staff I have coming over and 
honor you all for your continued support of the Flatirons Unit..... 
  
18 Oct  
0730 Roosevelt Park, Longmont (Weather permitting) or  
0730 VFW in Longmont  more info to follow..... 
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The Loveland Sweetheart Unit will celebrate its 2nd Birthday on November 6th.  In the past two 
years we have accomplished so many goals.  The Loveland Sweetheart Unit hit the ground running 
with a lot of dedication and energy ! 
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While the Loveland Sweetheart Unit is the youngest Unit in the State of Colorado we are the 2nd 
largest!  One of our goals this year is to become the largest in membership.  Frank J. Carroll in the 
Denver area is the oldest and currently has the most members (38).   
 
Our newest member is Mananita "Mo" Ornelas  daughter to Max Ornelas. Detachment Member.  
Welcome Mo and thank you Max for helping our Unit to grow.   
 
We understand that not everyone can attend meetings and be involved with all functions, so we 
always say” Get involved when you can and don’t worry about missing meetings and other 
functions, just come when you can” 
 
Eligibility to be a regular member of the auxiliary:  Women Marines, former Women Marines, 
wives, widows, mothers, daughters, grandmothers, granddaughters, sisters, stepmothers, step-
daughters and daughters-in-law of a Marine for FMF Corpsman are eligible to belong (not less than 
16 years of age). 
 
The Loveland Sweetheart Unit invites Detachment #1250 Marines to forward the above information 
to their female family members.  When you think about it, there is only ONE Marine and they 
normally have several female family members that are eligible for membership in the MCLA 
Auxiliary, they do NOT have to live in Colorado to be a member. 
 
On another note, The Loveland Sweetheart Unit received a Certificate of Appreciation from 
National MCLA for 3rd Place in Volunteers on the Rehabilitation Report.  Also 3 members were 
recognized for recruiting new members:  Carole Viano. Judi Martinez and Deb Pierson.  These 
awards will be handed out at the Quarterly meeting scheduled for October 25th at Laporte. 
 
Respectfully, 
Debbie Pierson 
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Northern Colorado will be having a Veterans Stand Down on November 18, 2008 from 9-3 p.m. The location 
is at the Catholic Charities facility located at 460 Linden Center Drive in Ft. Collins.  
Your assistance with donations of clothing items is needed. Last year the Service Organizations and 
Auxiliaries were very instrumental in this area of need. 
For more information please contact Debbie Pierson at (970) 498-7390. 
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By Tom Buchanan 
The Chaplain plays an important role in the Detachment by tending to the needs of members and members 
families, particularly during periods of distress, illness, and/or death. It is the responsibility of every member 
to keep the Chaplain informed of situations that arise that require the attention of the Chaplain. 
 
The Chaplain may be called to offer invocations and prayer for meetings, initiations, installations, and for 
ceremonies. The Chaplain participates in funeral services, and makes visitation to members/families that are 
sick, or who have lost a loved one. 
 
At last month’s meeting we were informed by a member who spent some lonely time at the hospital. He 
wondered why the Chaplain had not contacted him while he was in the hospital or visited or called him 
afterward.  Though this situation was sad indeed, the matter of the fact is the Chaplain cannot keep track of 
every member.  If you are going to have a planned surgery or fall ill please take a moment to inform the 
detachment Chaplain ahead of time so plans can be made to visit or call you. 
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Sometimes hospital visits are unexpected, as in the case of our member. It was suggested that we all have an 
‘Emergency Contact Card’ in our wallets so that doctors will know who to contact in case of an emergency. 
Included on the card might be the Detachment Chaplain. 
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Please welcome Kurtis Rydon as our newest member. 
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Allen Brink: State Sr Vice Commandant, Chuck Davies: State 
Commandant, Mike Davis: State Judge Advocate, Terry Wright: 
Commandant, Doyle Biggs: Paymaster, Tom Buchanan: 
Webmaster, Jack Ashley: Sr. Vice Commandant 
 
Photo taken by Joe Meilinger 

The flag bin was installed on September 1, 2008 and 
there has been a steady flow of flags being deposited 
in the bin. 
 
The bin gets emptied twice a week. I emptied the bin 
September 31st. In the first month we have collected 
208 flags for proper disposal. 
 
We receive quite a few 6 x 10 foot flags that are in 
pretty fair condition that would make good 
candidates for flag retirement ceremonies. If you 
know of any Scouts that would like one have them 
contact me. 
 
Needless to say this is a great service to the citizens 
of Loveland who have shown their appreciation and 
respect for our flag by using the disposal bin.  
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Marines, the Loveland Detachment will be 
performing another Flag Folding Ceremony at the 
Good Samaritan Retirement home. This is a simple, 
yet moving experience for the residents who are 
very appreciative of us doing this. If you can attend 
this you will not be disappointed. 
 
The ceremony will take place on Saturday, 
November 8, 2008 at 11:00 am. Come out and 
support the Loveland Detachment.  
Good Sams is located at 2102 S. Garfield up on 
Derby Hill. 

�
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This Day in the History of the Marine Corps  
OCTOBER  
1 October 1997: The first African-American female colonel in the Marine Corps was promoted to that rank 
during a ceremony at MCAS Cherry Point, North Carolina. Colonel Gilda A. Jackson, a native of Columbus, 
Ohio, made Marine Corps history when she achieved the rank of colonel. She was serving as Special Projects 
Officer, 2d Marine Aircraft Wing at the time of her promotion. 
5 October 1775: Meeting in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, the 2d Continental Congress used the word 
"Marines" on one of the earliest known occasions, when it directed General George Washington to secure 
two vessels on "Continental risque and pay", and to give orders for the "proper encouragement to the 
Marines and seamen" to serve on the two armed ships.  
6 October 1945: Major General Keller E. Rockey, Commanding General, III Amphibious Corps, accepted 
the surrender of 50,000 Japanese troops in North China on behalf of the Chinese Nationalist government.  
8 October 1899: A force of 375 Marines under command of future Commandant George F. Elliott, attacked 
and captured the insurgent town of Novaleta, Luzon, Philippine Islands, and linked up with U.S. Army 
troops. There were 11 Marine casualties.  
11 October 1951: A Marine battalion was flown by transport helicopters to a frontline combat position for 
the first time, when HMR-161 lifted the 3d Battalion, 7th Marines, and its equipment, during Operation 
Bumblebee, northeast of Yanggu, Korea.  
19 October 1968: Operation Maui Peak, a combined regimental-sized operation which began on 6 October, 
ended 11 miles northwest of An Hoa, Vietnam. More than 300 enemy were killed in the 13-day operation.  
23 October 1983: At 0622 an explosive-laden truck slammed into the BLT headquarters building in Beirut, 
Lebanon, where more than 300 men were billeted. The massive explosion collapsed the building in seconds, 
and took the lives of 241 Americans--including 220 Marines. This was the highest loss of life in a single day 
for Marines since D-Day on Iwo Jima in 1945.  
28 October 1962: An 11,000-man 5th Marine Expeditionary Brigade left Camp Pendleton by sea for the 
Caribbean during the Cuban Missile Crisis. One week earlier, the entire 189,000-man Marine Corps had been 
put on alert and elements of the 1st and 2d Marine Divisions were sent to Guantanamo Bay to reinforce the 
defenders of the U.S. Naval Base. Other 2d Division units and squadrons from five Marine Aircraft Groups 
were deployed at Key West, Florida, or in Caribbean waters during the Cuban crisis.  
31 October 1919: A patrol of Marines and gendarmes, led by Sergeant Herman H. Hanneken, disguised 
themselves as Cacos and entered the headquarters of the Haitian Caco Leader, Charlemagne Peralte, killing 
the bandit chief, and dispersing his followers. Sergeant Hanneken and Corporal William R. Button were each 
awarded the Medal of Honor. 
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Chances are you do business with people that you are familiar with and you may be able to sign 
them up as a sponsor for the detachment’s newsletter.  A suggested donation of $60.00 a year/$5.00 
a month will get them a business card sized ad in the newsletter and on the website. 
 
The Loveland Scuttlebutt is made possible with the support of the following sponsors. Please use 
them and thank them for making our newsletter possible.  
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Classifieds: If you have something for sale get the information to the editor. 
 
For sale: 
2 pair if dress blue trousers with blood stripe 
One pair poly/wool  33 Short 
One pair wool 29 Long 
$10.00 each   call 667-6269 if interested 
 



 

Marine Corps League, Loveland Colorado Detachment #1250  - 7 - 

�����������	����	��
��������
����

�����
����
����� 
	��  

��	���������
	��
���
��������������������

������������ !�
�
	��"## �

���$	
�����%���"##���## �

������
&�'�(�
��
	���##�

��

���)����'����������
	����#�
*%�����%�
������'&�+���+
���
�

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Marine Corps Birthday Ball - November 8, 2008 

Best Western Inn, 5542 E US Hwy 34, Loveland, Co 

(970) 667-7810 

 

 
Name (print)________________________________________________________ 
Spouse/ Guest (s) (print)_______________________________________________ 
Address_____________________________________________________________ 
City________________ State _________ Zip__________ Phone_______________ 

Marine`s Birthdate ______/______/______ 
Number of Reservations___________ at $45.00, Total  ________ 

Chicken Cordon Bleu _____ Filet of Salmon _____ Roast Prime Rib of Beef 
_____ 

Special Diet Requirements _________________________________________ 
 

MAIL WITH CHECK  
Checks payable to: Northern Colorado Marine Corps League #785 

Mac McCormick 
P.O. Box 246 

Bellvue, CO  80512-0246 
Cell (970) 218-8534  Home (970) 484-9143 

NOTE: 10 GUESTS PER TABLE ONLY!  
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