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I am humbled to have the honor to serve as 
Commandant of the detachment for the next year.  
I have set some goals for the detachment and 
some of the goals might seem aggressive, but 
Marines have always raised the bar and we know 
how to Improvise, Adapt and Overcome. Some 
things I would like to see the detachment 
accomplish over the next year: 
 
1. Establish a Color Guard 
2. Appoint a Veterans Affairs Voluntary Services, 

VAVS, officer 
3. Conduct a Marine Rose Campaign  
4. Mentor Program: Older members work with 

younger members. Works Both Ways 
5. Appoint a Quartermaster 
6. Establish a Fundraising committee 
7. Double the number of Active Members  
8. Have the best Birthday Ball the area has ever seen 
9. Acquire a vehicle or a float for parades 
10. Get everyone involved in doing something for the 

Detachment or Community 
11. Work with the Auxiliary in mutual respect and 

cooperation 
 
I want to remind everyone that we are a volunteer 
organization and I encourage you to do some 
volunteering!  Throughout my life one thing I 
know for sure is I feel best when I am helping 
someone else. We have a duty to help Marines 
and their families whether it is ensuring that they 
receive their VA benefits, visiting veterans in the 
hospital, or helping them in other ways when they 
are in need. 
I believe that everyone has a special talent that 
can be used to make our detachment better than it 
is today. If you accept a position I will help you in 
any way I can to make you successful. 

OORAH! 
Semper Fidelis, 
Tom Buchanan 
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Members of the Marine Corps League join 
together in camaraderie and fellowship for the 
purpose of preserving the traditions and 
promoting the interests of the United States 
Marine Corps, banding together those who are 
now serving in the United States Marine Corps 
and those who have been honorably discharged 
from that service that they may effectively 
promote the ideals of American freedom and 
democracy, voluntarily aiding and rendering 
assistance to all Marines and former Marines and 
to their widows and orphans; and to perpetuate the 
history of the United States Marine Corps and by 
fitting acts to observe the anniversaries of 
historical occasions of particular interest to 
Marines. 
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Regular Meetings are at the Associated 
Veterans Club in Loveland at 305 N. Cleveland 
Ave. on the second Thursday of every month at 
1930. 
 
Monthly Staff Meetings are held on the 
Saturday before the Regular Meeting at 0900 the 
location will vary so that we can gain more 
exposure in the public 
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 The address of the website is mcl-loveland-
1250.com  It will be where you can go to get the 
latest information that concerns the Loveland 
Detachment. If you have any suggestions to make 
the site more user friendly please send email 
webmaster@ mcl-loveland-1250.com. Or call 
Tom at 667-6269. 
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Office Name 
Commandant Tom Buchanan 
Sr. Vice Commandant Solomon Martinez 
Jr. Vice Commandant John Merritt 
Judge Advocate Jack Ashley 
Paymaster Doyle Biggs 
Adjutant: Jack Ashley 
Sergeant-at-Arms: Mike Schuster 
Chaplain Joe Novak 
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Please welcome our newest members Frank 
Albillar, Kurt Wiese and Joseph Kucharski. 
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Christmas party for the children (few awards 
given out, but mostly just a holiday send off)  
 
Saturday December 20, 2008  
Associated Vets Club  
3rd Avenue and Cleveland in Loveland, CO 
  
Cookbooks are ready "1st Edition Unit Family 
Cook Book" for sale $10 each 
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The flag bin was installed 
on September 1, 2008 and 
there has been a steady flow 
of flags being deposited in 
the bin. 
The bin gets emptied twice 
a week. So far we have 
collected 474 flags for 
proper disposal. 
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The detachment performed its second Flag folding 
Ceremony at The Good Samaritan Retirement 
Community on November 8, 2008.  It was in the 
cafeteria and was well received by the residents. 
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The Loveland Sweetheart Unit will be packing 
boxes to send to our troops overseas with the 
Young Marines on December 6th at 9 a.m. at the 
Associated Vets Club.   Please stop by if you have 
a chance.  Items for the Holiday Stockings are 
always appreciated along with monetary 
donations for postage to help send packages.  Last 
year we were able to send 189 boxes with a total 
of 614 Holiday Stockings, we would not be able 
to do this without your support. 
 
Mark your calendars for December 11, 2008 for 
nominations of the Marine Corps League 
Auxiliary- Loveland Sweetheart Unit Officers.  
And then January 8, 2009 for elections and 
installation.  You MUST be present to vote on 
January 8, 2009. 
 
Respectfully, 
Debbie Pierson 
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Marine Chris Hahn has stepped up to the plate and 
has volunteered to be the Color Guard 
Commander and start up the Color Guard for the 
detachment. He said that he has a few Marines 
interested in joining him. This is great news for 
our detachment as we will be able provide a great 
service to our community. 
If, for physical reasons the Color Guard will not 
be right for you there is always the Honor Guard 
to assist in funerals. The Northern Colorado 
detachment performs this service and always 
welcomes us to join them. 
Please contact Chris if you would like to get 
involved and help with the Color Guard. 
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Marine Jack Ashley has offered to lead the 
Veterans Services. This position will be the focal 
point for all veterans’ issues, including providing 
veteran service information to all veterans, and 
supporting veteran activities that include but are 
not limited to V.A.V.S., donations to veterans of 
needed items, POW/MIA issues. 
Jack has expressed his main concern will be 
ensuring that Veterans get the services that they 
are entitled to. Jack would also like to visit VA 
hospitals, but at the present needs someone to do 
the driving.  We will still need a Veterans Affairs 
Voluntary Service (VAVS) officer.  This is the 
position that will keep track of all of the 
detachment’s volunteer hours. These hours are 
what contribute to the detachment receiving 
awards. 
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We will be working on our By Laws to clear up 
any dangling participles, run on sentences and 
information that varies from time to time. The By 
Laws are a very important document in our 
detachment. If you would like to join the 
committee to get work on them please contact 
Jack Ashley at 970-622-8871 or Tom Buchanan at 
667-6269 
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Marines, 2009 will be the first time that 
Detachment 1250 will be hosting the Marine 
Corps Ball.  This will be an outstanding 
opportunity for all of us to take part in. 
 
We have the experience and expertise within the 
detachment and have generous offers from others 
to help with this endeavor.  
 
Things will gear up right after the New Year. If 
you would like to help out, please contact Marine 
Martinez at 970-214-5260 
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For any organization to grow it must recruit new 
members. We, of course would like to recruit 
Marines to fill our ranks.  We cannot overlook the 
potential benefit of Associate Members as a 
means to reach our goals of giving to the 
community and veterans, especially Marines and 
their families. 
There are many people in the community that 
espouse the beliefs of the Marine Corps League 
that would cherish being part of this organization 

if they only knew they could. Let us look around 
at our families, friends and acquaintances to see if 
they would like to be a part of us. 
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At the Veterans Day Parade we had the honor of 
being joined by one of the last two remaining 
WWII Navajo Code Talkers, Sgt. Allen Dale 
June. He is a member of our detachment.  

 
We had a good showing for the parade. Leading 
the Parade was Marine Chris Hahn and his wife 
Rachel. The detachment had three vehicles in the 
parade and were joined by the Northern Colorado 
Recruiters.  

 
Members of the detachment in red from left to right  are Terry Wright,  
Charles Nibblin, Doyle Biggs, Tom Buchanan, Alan Wo odhams,  

Jack Ashley and Abel Herrera.  
Photos by Dana Woodhams 
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To make sure we are meeting your needs as a 
detachment we need to know what you would like 
and what you would like to be a part of. We have 
one thing in common and that is that we served in 
the United States Marine Corps. For many of us 
that was a long time ago and a lot of life has 
happened to us since we left active duty. We have 
all walked different paths and have a variety of 
life experiences, skills and interests. We can sit in 
meetings and not really know the person sitting 
next to us. With that in mind there is a profile 
form that asks just a few questions that may help 
us get to know each other a little better. 
Please take a moment to fill out the forms and 
bring them to the next meeting or send them to the 
address above. 
The two short forms are on one page and can be 
on our website http://mcl-loveland-1250.com/ or 
downloaded here. 
Survey/Volunteer/Profile Form 
 
This Day in the History of the Marine 
Corps  
NOVEMBER �
10 November 1921: This date marked the first formal 
commemoration of the birthday of the Marine Corps as 
10 November. On 21 October 1921, Maj Edwin 
McClellan, OIC of the Historical Section, HQMC, sent 
a memo to MajGen Commandant John A. Lejeune, 
suggesting that the original birthday of 10 November 
1775 be declared a Marine Corps holiday to be 
celebrated throughout the Corps. Accordingly, on 1 
Nov 1921, Gen Lejeune issued Marine Corps Order 
No. 47 summarizing the history, mission, and tradition 
of the Corps, and directed that it be read to every 
command each 10 November.  
13 November 1982: The Vietnam Veterans Memorial, 
containing the names of more than 13,000 Marines 
who lost their lives in Vietnam, was dedicated this date 
at the Memorial site in Washington, D.C. The 
dedication and parade that preceded it were part of a 
week-long National Salute to Vietnam Veterans.  
17 November 1918: The 4th Marine Brigade, as part of 
the 2d Division, American Expeditionary Force, began 
its march to the Rhine River, passing through Belgium 

and Luxembourg, as part of the American forces 
occupying a defeated Germany. 
25 November 1968: The conclusion of Operation 
Lancaster II ended 10 months of action against the Viet 
Cong and North Vietnamese Army troops in the west-
central sector of the demilitarized zone region. Over 
1,800 enemy were killed, 42 captured, and 913 
weapons seized during the operation.  
27 November 1950: In a carefully planned assault, 
eight Chinese Communist divisions in Korea launched 
a massive attack which had as its expressed purpose, 
the destruction of the 1st Marine Division. This action 
led to the successful southward Marine Corps attack 
out of the Changjin (Chosin) Reservoir to the coastal 
port of Hungnam.  
 
DECEMBER  
4 December 1950: LtCol Raymond G. Davis led his 
battalion into Hagaru-Ri, Korea after four days of 
intense fighting in the mountain passes against a 
numerically superior hostile force. His battalion, 1st 
Battalion, 7th Marines, helped clear the way for the 5th 
and 7th Marines, and LtCol Davis was awarded the 
Medal of Honor for his heroism.  
6 December 1928: A small detail of Marines under 
Captain Maurice G. Holmes defeated Nicaraguan 
bandits near Chuyelite. GySgt Charles Williams was 
mortally wounded during the fighting. Capt Holmes 
was later awarded the Navy Cross for gallantry, and a 
posthumous award was given to GySgt Williams.  
8 December 1941: Japanese aircraft attacked Wake 
Island within hours of the fateful attack on Pearl 
Harbor. Marines of the 1st Defense Battalion and 
Marine Fighting Squadron 211 resisted Japanese 
invasion attempts for over two weeks before finally 
succumbing to an overwhelming force.  
9 December 1992: Marines of the 15th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations capable) 
landed in Somalia kicking off Operation Restore Hope, 
the largest humanitarian relief operation of its kind 
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A big round of applause to those Auxiliary 
members that took the time to provide us with 
treats after our Installation meeting.  
Thank you Dorié, Judi, Carole, Ila and Diane for 
baking and setting up so that we could enjoy some 
fellowship. 
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Chances are you do business with people that you are familiar with and you may be able to sign 
them up as a sponsor for the detachment’s newsletter.  A suggested donation of $60.00 a year/$5.00 
a month will get them a business card sized ad in the newsletter and on the website. 
 
The Loveland Scuttlebutt is made possible with the support of the following sponsors. Please use 
them and thank them for making our newsletter possible.  
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