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Greeting Marines! It has been a good year for our 
fairly new detachment. We have some great ideas 
in the works to make 2009 a banner year that 
should attract many new members. 
Please take time to enjoy the holidays with your 
family and friends.  
We will be off and running when the calendar 
turns to 2009. Please take a look at the many 
opportunities that you can choose from to get 
involved with your detachment as we help 
veterans and our community. If you have any 
ideas that you would like to see the detachment 
get involved with please contact one of the 
officers. 
Merry Christmas to you all and May the New 
Year bring prosperity and good health to you and 
yours 

OORAH! 
Semper Fidelis, 
Tom Buchanan 
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Members of the Marine Corps League join 
together in camaraderie and fellowship for the 
purpose of preserving the traditions and 
promoting the interests of the United States 
Marine Corps, banding together those who are 
now serving in the United States Marine Corps 
and those who have been honorably discharged 
from that service that they may effectively  
 

 
promote the ideals of American freedom and 
democracy, voluntarily aiding and rendering  
 
assistance to all Marines and former Marines and 
to their widows and orphans; and to perpetuate the 
history of the United States Marine Corps and by 
fitting acts to observe the anniversaries of 
historical occasions of particular interest to 
Marines. 
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Regular Meetings are at the Associated 
Veterans Club in Loveland at 305 N. Cleveland 
Ave. on the second Thursday of every month at 
1930. 
Monthly Staff Meetings are held on the 
Saturday before the Regular Meeting at 0900. The 
location will vary so that we can gain more 
exposure in the public 
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 The address of the website is mcl-loveland-
1250.com  It will be where you can go to get the 
latest information that concerns the Loveland 
Detachment. If you have any suggestions to make 
the site more user friendly please send email 
webmaster@ mcl-loveland-1250.com. Or call 
Tom at 667-6269. 
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Please welcome our newest member Travis 
Tebbe. 
#����	�������	
Christmas party for the children (few awards 
given out, but mostly just a holiday send off)  
 
Saturday December 20, 2008  
Associated Vets Club  
3rd Avenue and Cleveland in Loveland, CO 
There will be a dirt swap with sand from IWO,  
dirt from Belleau Wood and sand from 
Normandy.   
We will all be trading a bit of our dirt and 
submitting an article to our quarterly news “Esprit 
Magazine”. 
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The flag bin was installed on 
September 1, 2008 and there has 
been a steady flow of flags being 
deposited in the bin. 
So far we have collected 552 flags 
for proper disposal. 
Marine Abel Herrera has stepped 
up and volunteered to collect the next 100 flags. If 
you would like to participate in this honorable 
endeavor contact Tom Buchanan. 
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Elections will take place on January 8, 2009.  The 
Loveland Sweetheart Unit has 38 members of 
which 36 are eligible to vote (Associate Members 
do not have voting privileges).  Remember you 
must be present the evening of the meeting (even 
if you are unable to stay for the whole meeting) to 
cast your vote. 
Currently running for Loveland Sweetheart Unit 
President is:  Carole Viano and Cindy Miracle   
Sr. Vice President:  Deb Hust  Jr. Vice President:  
Rachel Hahn  
It was voted at the last meeting (December 11, 
2008) to keep the nominations for Officers open 
until the meeting on January 8, 2009.  There will 
be spaces on the ballot to write in names. 
All members are encouraged to run for an office 
just let someone know prior to the meeting that 
you have an interest. 
See you at the next meeting. 
Happy Holidays. 
Debbie 
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Please contact Chris Hahn at (970) 691-0872 if 
you would like to get involved and help with the 
Color Guard. 
Besides performing color guard duties at parades 
and other public functions, the color guard will be 
involved in flag folding and retirement 
ceremonies.  Get involved. 
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Have you considered becoming a Life 
Member?  The dues are going up in January. 
This makes a great Christmas gift for the 
person who has everything.  
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To become a Life Member, you must already be a 
"Member in Good Standing". That means becoming a 
member and paying your initial dues first. Yes, 
according to the Bylaws, you could join the League, 
pay your dues and then pay your Life Membership 
Dues all in the same day.  
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Marine Jack Ashley would also like to visit VA 
hospitals, but at the present needs someone to do 
the driving.  To help with this and any other 
veteran service please contact Jack at 970-622-
8871. 
We will still need a Veterans Affairs Voluntary 
Service (VAVS) officer.  This is the position that 
will keep track of all of the detachment’s 
volunteer hours. These hours are what contribute 
to the detachment receiving awards. 
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Things will gear up right after the New Year. If 
you would like to help out, please contact Marine 
Martinez at 970-214-5260 
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Sr. Vice Commandant Martinez is planning on the 
detachment hosting a golf tournament in 2009 as a 
major fund raising vehicle.  
If you would like to help in making this a success, 
please contact Solomon at 970-214-5260. 
He plans on gearing up for this in January. 
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For any organization to grow it must recruit new 
members. We, of course would like to recruit 
Marines to fill our ranks.  We cannot overlook the 
potential benefit of Associate Members as a 
means to reach our goals of giving to the 
community and veterans, especially Marines and 
their families. 
There are many people in the community that 
espouse the beliefs of the Marine Corps League 
that would cherish being part of this organization 
if they only knew they could. Let us look around 
at our families, friends and acquaintances to see if 
they would like to be a part of us. 
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We have discussed getting more involved with the 
Toys for Tots program. Marine Wright has 
volunteered to take the training and head up the 
program.  
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We now have a photo album of the detachment’s 
activities. If you have some pictures that you 
would like included, please bring them to a 
meeting or contact an officer. 
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To make sure we are meeting your needs as a 
detachment we need to know what you would like 
and what you would like to be a part of. We have 
one thing in common and that is that we served in 
the United States Marine Corps. For many of us 

that was a long time ago and a lot of life has 
happened to us since we left active duty. We have 
all walked different paths and have a variety of 
life experiences, skills and interests. We can sit in 
meetings and not really know the person sitting 
next to us. With that in mind there is a profile 
form that asks just a few questions that may help 
us get to know each other a little better. 
Please take a moment to fill out the forms and 
bring them to the next meeting or send them to the 
address above. 
The two short forms are on one page and can be 
on our website http://mcl-loveland-1250.com/ or 
downloaded here. 
Survey/Volunteer/Profile Form 
 
This Day in the History of the Marine Corps  
20 December 1989 : Operation Just Cause was 
launched in Panama to protect American lives, restore 
the democratic process, preserve the integrity of the 
Panama Canal Treaty, and apprehend dictator General 
Manuel Antonio Noriega. One Marine, Corporal Garreth 
C. Isaak, was killed and three other were wounded 
during the operation. 
23 December 1941 : Japanese forces launched a 
predawn landing on Wake Island and Wilkes Island, 
while their carriers launched air strikes against Wilkes, 
Wake, and Peale islands in support of the landing force. 
After nearly 12 hours of desperate fighting, the three 
islands were surrendered. 
26 December 1957 : Twenty helicopters from Marine 
Light Helicopter Squadron 162, were rushed to Ceylon 
onboard the USS PRINCETON where Marines 
participated in the rescue and evacuation of flood 
victims. 
 
JANUARY  
10 January 1995:  The Pentagon announced that 2,600 U.S. 
Marines would be deployed to Somalia for Operation United 
Shield to assist in the final withdrawal of UN peacekeeping 
troops from Somalia. The decision came in response to a UN 
request for American protection of its peacekeeping forces 
serving in the war-torn African nation. 
11 January 1945:  The first elements of Marine Aircraft Group 
24, commanded by Colonel Lyle H. Meyer, landed at 
Lingayen, Luzon, Philippine Islands, to provide close air 
support for Army forces. Over the next three months, MAG-24 
and MAG-32 would fly a total of 8,842 combat sorties and drop 
more than 19,000 bombs as part of the Fifth Air Force in 
support of the Sixth Army. 
16 January 1991:  Operation Desert Shield became Operation 
Desert Storm as forces of the allied coalition launched an all-
out air campaign against targets in Iraq and occupied Kuwait in 
an effort to liberate Kuwait and enforce the resolutions of the 
United Nations Security Council. Overall, in the theater of 
operations, the coalition forces included more than 415,000 
U.S. troops.  
18 January 1951:  Marines of the 1st Marine Division began 
mopping-up operations against guerrillas in the Pohang area, 
South Korea, following the Division's return from its epic battle 
with Communist Chinese troops at the Chosin (Changjin) 
Reservoir.  
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Here is something Every American should know. 
 
We in the United States have all heard the haunting song, "Taps."  It's the song that gives us that lump in our throats and 
usually tears in our eyes  
But, do you know the story behind the song?  If not, I think you will be interested to find out about its humble 
beginnings.  
 
Reportedly, it all began in 1862 during the Civil War, when Union Army Captain Robert Ellicombe was with his men 
near Harrison's Landing in Virginia .  The Confederate Army was on the other side of the narrow strip of land.  
 
During the night, Captain Ellicombe heard the moans of a soldier who lay severely wounded on the field.  Not knowing 
if it was a Union or Confederate soldier, the Captain decided to risk his life and bring the stricken man back for medical 
attention Crawling on his stomach through the gunfire, the Captain reached the stricken soldier and began pulling him 
toward his encampment.  
 
When the Captain finally reached his own lines, he discovered it was actually a Confederate soldier, but the soldier was 
dead.  
 
The Captain lit a lantern and suddenly caught his breath and went numb with shock.  In the dim light, he saw the face of 
the soldier. It was his own son. The boy had been studying music in the South when the war broke out.  Without telling 
his father, the boy enlisted in the Confederate Army.  
 
The following morning, heartbroken, the father asked permission of his superiors to give his son a full military burial, 
despite his enemy status.  His request was only partially granted.  
 
The Captain had asked if he could have a group of Army band members play a funeral dirge for his son at the funeral.  
The request was turned down since the soldier was a Confederate.  
 
But, out of respect for the father, they did say they could give him only one musician.  
 
The Captain chose a bugler.  He asked the bugler to play a series of musical notes he had found on a piece of paper in 
the pocket of the dead youth's uniform.  
 
This wish was granted.  
 
The haunting melody, we now know as "Taps" used at military funerals was born.  
 
                                        The words are:  
                                         
Day is done.  
Gone the sun.  
 
From the lakes   
From the hills.   
From the sky.  
All is well.   
Safely rest.   
God is nigh.  
 
Fading light.   
Dims the sight.  
And a star.   
Gems the sky.   

 
 
 
Gleaming bright.  
From afar.!   
Drawing nigh.  
Falls the night.  
 
Thanks and praise.   
For our days.   
Neath the sun & 
 
the stars    
Neath the sky.  
As we go.   
This we know.   
God is nigh 
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Chances are you do business with people that you are familiar with and you may be able to sign 
them up as a sponsor for the detachment’s newsletter.  A suggested donation of $60.00 a year/$5.00 
a month will get them a business card sized ad in the newsletter and on the website. 
 
The Loveland Scuttlebutt is made possible with the support of the following sponsors. Please use 
them and thank them for making our newsletter possible.  
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